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Co-Cathedral of St. Thomas More

My Dear Parishioners,
Each week I take a six mile walk along the St. Marks Historic Railroad State Trail. I walk only a small portion of the 20.5 miles of paved trail
that used to belong to a railway that connected Tallahassee with the coastal community of St. Marks. I didn’t realize how much history was
under my feet. It all began in the early 1900’s as the railway brought loads of cotton from the nearby plantations to be loaded up on ships and
transported to the textile mills of England and New England. A railroad that used to carry cotton is now a twelve foot wide paved path that
carries people who bike, run and walk. It’s not forgotten, just changed. Each generation builds upon the
former. Parish life is very similar. Each generation builds upon the former. Please read on and see how
these areas of our parish are creating a change.


Parish Engagement - Over the past year it has been very gratifying and exciting to see increased levels
of engagement and commitment resonating throughout St. Thomas More – at liturgies, in ministry life,
coming together as a community for the parish picnic, and jumping on board for the boiler campaign.
Our normally quiet Saturday vigil Mass was “standing room only” prior to the FSU/Notre Dame
game, with Bishop Parkes, the Notre Dame Marching Band, and many voices raised in song. Our
parish has truly been blessed this year.



Ministry Life - The Catholic Student Union (CSU), our largest outreach ministry, continues to foster
religious and lay vocations for our diocese and nationwide. Since arriving at St. Thomas More in the
early 1990s, the Brotherhood of Hope evangelization here in Florida has fostered vocations for 9
religious sisters, 9 priests, 2 deacons, 12 seminarians (10 of our current seminarians), 6 religious men,
and 36 lay ministers, in addition to many beautiful vocations to married life. I hope you will take the
time to catch up with the CSU news enclosed in this report and CSU online at www.fsucatholic.org.
If you are a new parishioner at St. Thomas More, have not participated in our dynamic ministries, or a
parish member who would like to try something new, this report is a good place to start. You can also
find additional information on our St. Thomas More website, www.cocathedral.com. For those of you,
due to other responsibilities or concerns, are unable to directly participate in a ministry, I would much
appreciate it if you would keep the welfare of our parish in your daily prayers. Without prayer we
build on sandy ground. Our rock foundation is a life built on radical trust in the Lord.



Finance/General Offertory - What follows in this report is an overview of the basic parish finances to date. We hope this information
clarifies the many important ways your contributions safeguard parish life. In an age when many Catholic churches around the country are
consolidating or closing, I am particularly grateful to you for supporting “intangible” parish operations, and the more unglamorous causes,
like the boiler. It reflects a spiritual maturity fundamental to “all things church.” Your continued weekly tithe is necessary to make our
parish operations work.



Upcoming Projects/EOY Gifts/2015 Tithe - Upcoming capital improvement projects, such as a new roof for the church, new bathrooms
in the main church, and a new vesting room are fairly large in scale and will require a longer period of time to acquire the necessary funds.
Thus, barring any emergencies, we will not be conducting a specific “campaign” for these projects at the present time. However, I would
appreciate your consideration of these upcoming concerns in planning for any year-end Christmas gifts to the parish and/or 2015 tithing.
As always, thank you so much for your generosity and support of St. Thomas More.

In Christ,

Fr. John B. Cayer, Rector

Co-Cathedral of St. Thomas More 900 West Tennessee Street Tallahassee, FL 32304 850 -222-9630 www.cocathedral.com

Co-Cathedral Finance 2013-2014
Income & Expenses
Income
This report shows the difference in income & expenses that occurred during the 2013-14 fiscal year against what we had
budgeted. The offertory was projected to increase to $900,000 based on an upward trend the previous year (see Offertory
Analysis, next page, for the details). Our parking income continued to decline as FSU has built more parking garages
surrounding their campus. The parish received grants from the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Fund and the Catholic Foundation of
Northwest Florida which went toward technology upgrades for Religious Education. In addition, we received two restricted
donations in the amount of $15,000 for the building fund.

Expense
The administration expense includes salaries and health benefits for the clergy and staff. The program expenses were up due
to technology purchases made from the 2 grants totaling $6,647. Our operational expenses were down due to lower
electricity bills and less maintenance and repairs to the buildings & grounds than anticipated. Our unrelated business income
tax was down due to less parking income. Finally, our Diocesan assessment was slightly higher than projected.

Profit & Loss Actual vs. Budget Income
INCOME
2013-2014
Group Name
Offertory
Parking & Other Income
Program Income
Subsidies
Restricted Donations & Grants

Total Income

2013-2014

VARIANCE

ACTUAL
$829,687
$97,348
$16,527
$5,309
$27,879

BUDGET
$900,000
$130,960
$20,000
$5,000
$10,000

OVER/ (UNDER)
($70,313)
($33,612)
($3,474)
$309
$17,879

$976,750

$1,065,960

($89,210)

EXPENSES
2013-2014
Group Name
Administration
Program Expenses
Facility & Operational Expenses
Insurance & Taxes
Charitable Efforts
Diocesan Assessment & Loan
Total Operating Expenses

Net Income

2

2013-2014

VARIANCE

ACTUAL
$469,971
$114,765
$113,853
$56,266
$9,460
$113,396

BUDGET
$469,249
$108,900
$128,150
$63,700
$11,500
$110,852

(UNDER)/ OVER
$722
$5,865
($14,297)
($7,434)
($2,040)
$2,544

$877,711

$892,351

($14,640)

ACTUAL
$99,039

BUDGET
$173,609

OVER/ (UNDER)
($74,570)

Income 2013-14
Subsidies $5309

Donations $27,879

Program Income $16527

Parking/Other Income $97,348

Offertory $829,687

Expenses 2013-14
Diocesan Assessment/Loan $113,396
Charitable Efforts $9,460
Insurance/Taxes $56,266
Facility/Operational $113,853

Program Expenses $114,765
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Administration $469,971

Offertory Analysis
For the 2013-14 year, an increase in our offertory was projected from $879,002 to $900,000 (2.4%) based upon a previous
year increase of 2.8%. The previous year (2012-13), however, had 53 weeks in it which caused a rare occurrence of 5 months
with 5 Sundays (see highlighted months below). So we began the year in July down $11,375. In the following months, our
offertory remained below the previous year’s growth in every comparable month, with the exception of December. In June,
our parish combined the 8:30 am & 10 am Sunday Masses for the summer break period. The overall decrease for the year
was $49,316 (-5.6%).
The Finance Council will be meeting this month to find ways how we can increase our weekly & monthly offertory giving as a
parish. The offertory is crucial to the ministries and operations of the church as it is the sole support we receive. All other
income is designated for specific projects (donations and grants), groups (2nd collections) and future capital improvements to
the building and grounds (parking income). An offertory enhancement program will be introduced soon. In the meantime,
please consider an increase in your weekly giving of $1, $5 or $10? This would go a long way in helping our parish cover
current operating costs.

July

August

September

October

November

December

Offertory Income
2013-14

69,255.39

59,964.86

69,521.02

57,195.92

60,233.43

110,904.53

2012-13

80,630.39

60,889.18

62,333.57

72,260.63

63,848.96

103,695.59

-11,375.00

-924.32

7,187.45

-15,064.71

-3,615.53

7,208.94

Difference

TOTAL
January

February

March

April

May

June

Fiscal Yr

Offertory Income
2013-14

62,601.99

61,318.19

85,452.79

72,585.86

58,700.82

61,951.80

829,686.60

2012-13

73,898.16

73,425.83

70,601.66

88,971.24

59,746.41

68,700.65

879,002.27

-11,296.17

-12,107.64

14,851.13

-16,385.38

-1,045.59

-6,748.85

-49,315.67

Difference
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Co-Cathedral Finance 2013-2014
Balance Sheet
The Balance Sheet Comparison gives an overview of our overall financial health. The savings balances have increased from
parking income, rebates from the Sharing the Vision/Keeping the Faith campaign, and donations to future building projects.
Our Diocesan loan balance continues to lower as we make our regular scheduled payments, with final payoff in early 2017.
Our current assets exceed our liabilities by over $58,000.

Balance Sheet

6/30/201 6/30/201
3
4
Change
CURRENT ASSETS
$50,109 $11,756
$67,967 $148,214
$0
$730
$36,786 $40,197
Total Assets $154,861 $200,898

($38,352)
$80,247
$730
$3,412
$46,036

$0
$649
$173,689 $131,277
$3,911 $10,549
$173,689
$131,926
Total Liabilities

$649
($42,412)
$6,638
($41,763)

Cash in Checking Account
Cash in Diocesan Savings Accounts
Accounts Receivable
Prepaid Expenses & Other Assets

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable
Diocesan Loan
Auxiliary Accounts & Other Liabilities

CURRENT NET ASSETS
Total Assets minus Liabilities -$18,827

$68,972

$87,799

The Finance Council of St. Thomas More has approved this financial report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2014. We thank
the Finance Council members for all their efforts in taking care of our parish. Current members include: Chairperson Bill
Colledge, Secretary Jeanne O’Kon, Gary Smith, Joe O’Neil, Larry Giunipero, Shawn Stewart, Michael Pearson, Fonda Murray,
Business Manager Dasha Nixon, and Fr. John Cayer, our Rector. If you have any questions about parish finance, please
contact Dasha Nixon at 222-9630, ext. 22, or by email at dasha@cocathedral.com.
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Ministry Life
Altar Servers
The Altar Server ministry has 37 boys and girls who serve at 5 Masses each
weekend. In order to become an altar server at St. Thomas More, you have
to be in 4th grade or above, received your 1st Holy Communion &
Reconciliation, and attend Religious Education classes regularly at our
parish or a Catholic school. Our children have served at many special
liturgies, including the Fortnight for Freedom Closing Mass, Opening Mass
for the Year of Faith, Viva La Florida 500 anniversary Mass @ Mission San
Luis and the Red Mass. To all of our current altar servers, your service on
the altar is very much appreciated, first by God, but also by your priests and
those in the pew. Your willingness to serve is your offering to God and know
that He accepts it with joy. Thank you for offering yourself to God in this
capacity! We have recently trained a new group of boys and girls for the
upcoming liturgical year. If you have a son or daughter who is interested in
joining this fulfilling ministry, please contact me.
Ministry Leader: Benjamin Jackson, 284-7831
or email: jacksonbenjamin22@gmail.com

Music Ministry
In his Letter to Artists, Pope John Paul II wrote, “The Church
needs musicians...The faith of countless believers has been
nourished by melodies flowing from the hearts of other
believers...In song, faith is experienced as vibrant joy, love, and
confident expectation of the saving intervention of God." The
Music Ministry at St. Thomas More is filled with talented
individuals who strive to be disciples first and ministers
second. We consider it our privilege to serve God’s people by
leading them deeper into worship through the beauty of
music. Our music is a form of prayer, and we hope, that by
sharing our talents, we can move others to pray more deeply as
well. Our goal is for full, conscious and active participation in
the liturgy by the people of God. Our 10:00 a.m., 11:45 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Masses are led by choirs and their respective
directors, while 5:15 p.m. Vigil Mass, and 8:30 a.m. Mass are led by a cantor and accompanist. We have provided beautiful music
to enhance special liturgies, including Red Mass, Jubilee Mass, and many others. We continually encourage those blessed with
musical gifts to share them with our parish by joining this very important ministry.
Ministry Leader: Almira Malley, 222-9630, ext. 18, or almira@cocathedral.com

Ushers/Ministers of Hospitality
Activities or responsibilities for Ushers/Ministers of Hospitality include: greeting parishioners as they arrive at Mass and making
them feel welcome, assisting parishioners in securing seating, checking pews for neatness, checking the bulletin for information or
events about which parishioners may inquire, taking up weekly collections, assisting with the orderly flow of communion
recipients, notifying priest or extraordinary ministers of any parishioners who cannot approach the altar to receive communion,
distributing bulletins and offering a friendly “farewell/goodbye” to parishioners as they leave Mass. For 2013—2014 there were 28
parishioners in this ministry serving five Masses.
Ministry Leader: Gary Smith, 878-1673 or email: gsmith@cob.fsu.edu
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Adult Lectors
Special thanks to our dedicated ministry leaders for their
service to St. Thomas More. God bless you!

Communion for the Homebound
& Hospitalized
We have 10 individuals serving in our ministry who bring
Eucharist to individuals unable to attend mass. Some
parishioners are permanently homebound and we serve
them on a weekly basis. Others are facing a temporary
health crisis and we visit once or twice in their home,
hospital, rehabilitation center or nursing home. It is an
honor and privilege to bring the body of Christ to the sick
and elderly. As much as we minister to them ,we often
receive spiritual gifts and blessings from their witness. Our
goal is to continue to reach out to the faithful needy and
serve them by bringing Christ to them.
Ministry Leader: Mary Sue Occhiuzzo, 386-3944
or email: occhiumarysu@yahoo.com

We encounter Jesus in the Liturgy of the Word and the
Liturgy of the Eucharist whenever we gather at the
celebration of the Mass. Lectors have the great privilege and
responsibility of proclaiming the Word in the first reading at
daily Mass and in the first two readings at the Sunday
Mass. Through this proclamation, the congregation is
nourished by the presence of Jesus in the Word and
prepared to receive Him in the Eucharist. We currently
have a total of 31 lectors faithfully serving each weekend at
the Saturday vigil and Sunday morning masses; CSU
members serve at the Sunday 6:00 PM mass. Lector
resources include a workbook for the liturgical year plus the
following information found on the St. Thomas More web
site: lectoring procedures, contact information for all lectors,
the current lector schedule, and a link to an audible
pronunciation guide.
Ministry Leader: Adult - Jackie Lloyd, 556-0374 or email:
lloyd.jackiem@gmail.com

Adult Faith Formation
The Adult Faith Formation program offered Fr. Robert
Barron’s the “Seven Deadly Sins.” There were 47 participants,
35 from St. Thomas More and 12 from Westminster. Our
Religious Education program is also offering adult faith
formation for parents of children attending RE classes
(See page 12). There will be new and upcoming bible studies
such as “A Quick Guide Through the Bible” and “Symbolon”
as well as “Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University” (coming
in January 2015). All of these and more will be sure to please as
we come to more understanding of our faith.
Ministry Leader: Jeri Winkleblack, 562-3267 or
email: wink27@gmail.com

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Ministry Leader: Missy Hollis, 386-1242 or email:
mahollis2008@embarqmail.com

Jesus said: "I am the living bread that came down from heaven; whoever
eats this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh for
the life of the world. . . . For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true
drink" (Jn 6:51-55).
Extraordinary Ministers assist the priest with the distribution of the
Eucharist. Each weekend, an average of 35 Extraordinary Ministers serve
at the various masses. Several EMs continue their service at daily masses
through the week. Combined, members of this team of more than 80
volunteers serve an average of twice a month. If you are interested in
joining this ministry, please contact Missy Hollis.
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Pastoral Council
The Council is a pastoral group which assists the Christian community of St. Thomas More parish in carrying out its mission. The
Council collaborates with and provides consultation to the Rector in the evangelization and sanctification tasks and social aspects
of the parish. The Council
consists of fifteen members: three
ex-officio members consisting of
pastoral staff members appointed
by the Rector; six lay members
appointed by the Rector in
consultation with the Chairman
and Vice Chairman; and six lay
members elected by registered
parishioners. Three members are
elected each year at the parish
elections held in May. There are
three officers of the Council, a
Chairman, Vice Chairman and
Secretary, elected by the Council from among its lay Council members. Officer elections are held annually at the August meeting
which begins the Council Year. The Pastoral Council updated the governing Constitution in 2014 which sets forth the
responsibilities of the Council and was last updated in 1996. The revisions include a provision for the mandatory review of the
Constitution every 6 years by a Constitution Revision Committee. The Pastoral Council organizes the annual Parish Christmas
Party which is held the second Saturday in December. This year the Pastoral Council sponsored a family through the Catholic
Charities Christmas Connection Program.
Pastoral Council members for 2014 pictured above include Fr. John Cayer, Brother Raul Bunsa (CSU), Paul Ebbers, Peter Yun,
Michele Taylor, Silvia Alderman (Legal Counsel), Candace Bunker (President), Sheila Hopkins, Jeanne O’Kon (Secretary),
Marisa Lewis, Sarah Petronio, and Colleen Nixon (with Camille Francine Nixon, our youngest member). Council members not
pictured above include: Bob Ballard, Wayne Evans, Bernadette Howard (Trinity Representative), Michael Williams, and Theresa
Medehue.
Ministry Leader: Candace Bunker, 906-9293 or ingoditrust@comcast.net

Nursery
The Nursery Ministry includes 12 members who volunteer their time to
provide a caring atmosphere for children (infants to age 3) of the parish
during the 10:00am Sunday Mass. As both a mother and the nursery
coordinator, I am grateful for the parents, college students, and
parishioners who take time each month to work in the nursery. This
service would not be available for families if it weren’t for the generosity
of our volunteers. Thank you!
Ministry Leader: Kaitlin Alfermann, 573-768-0879
or email: k.alfermann@gmail.com
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Ministry Leader: Br. Jason Zink, 222-9630 ext. 14 or email: brojason@fsucatholic.org

Catholic Student Union
“Courageous in Christ” was the motto that shaped the CSU community this past
year! It was a year to be courageous in living out our faith and a year of being
courageous in sharing our faith. This past academic year of July 2013- June 2014,
over four hundred students from Florida State University and Tallahassee
Community College participated each week in all the different events that CSU
offered. From Sunday 6:00pm Mass (with an average attendance of 900
students), Wednesday’s “Spirit Nite”(with an average attendance of 155
students) to intramural sports to service opportunities, we were blessed with
many students attending these events and encountering the Lord Jesus.

Fr. Chris Winkeljohn
Campus Minister

Our Fall and Spring Retreats were also a great opportunity for students to encounter the Living
Christ! Both the Fall Retreat, “House Built on Rock’” and the Spring Retreat, “Wildfire” had well
over 200 students in attendance. Our retreats include Mass and Confession, and for many
students, going to Confession is the first time they have gone in many, many years. It is a joy to
see the freedom in their lives! Throughout the course of the year in CSU many students came to
Christ and now follow Him and serve Him and His people!

Ablaze Catholic Youth Group

The ministry takes its name from a quote of St.
Catherine of Siena: “If you are who you are meant
to be, you will set the world ablaze.” Ablaze
provides a fun and engaging place where teenagers
can come to grow in a deeper relationship with
Christ. Our weekly meetings are filled with
catechesis and powerful spiritual discussions.
Youth also participate in diocesan events, retreats,
conferences, and community service such as
working at local churches, helping Open Door Women's Clinic, and feeding the homeless. We also provide
opportunities for fellowship and community building where teens can relax and enjoy each other's company. Some
highlights from this year include a trip to Rock the Universe (Florida’s largest Christian music festival), our Spring
retreat to the mountains of Georgia, a canoeing trip, the diocesan youth conference, and the diocesan camping trip.
The teens look forward to these events all year and find a real joy in having a strong community which supports and
nourishes their relationship with Christ and their Catholic identity. Our team of catechists seeks to equip these teens to
grow into authentic disciples who know and love their faith. Being a part of the Ablaze youth group is both a fun and
life-changing experience. For more information, find “Ablaze” on Facebook or follow us on Twitter (@Ablaze_STM).
Ministry Leader: Jake Stanly, 850-329-5195 or email: stmoreyouthministry@gmail.com
9

Haiti
Parish Twinning Program St. Thomas More & St. Elisabeth, Fond Tortue, Haiti
The Parish Twinning Program offers prayerful fellowship and
encouragement to our sister parish, St. Elisabeth in Haiti by providing
resources and support in religious, educational, medical, and economic
areas. Participation in this ministry is an experience in faith, faith in the
generosity of fellow parishioners, and faith in the spirit of the people of
St. Elisabeth.
The Parish Twining committee has from 6 to 15 members at any given time.
Over the last year the Parish Twinning program, with the help of the
congregation of St. Thomas More, has worked hard to support our sister
parish St. Elisabeth in Haiti. Macy’s Shop for a Cause was a major fund
raiser for the program in August 2013. In September 2013, we were blessed
by the visit of Father Jean-Philippe from St. Elisabeth to St. Thomas More.
His visit was an inspiration to all who attended Mass while he was here.
The Twinning committee would like to thank the Council of Catholic
Women for their help with the receptions following mass during Father
Jean-Philippe’s visit and the hospitality of Fr. Cayer and Fr. Winkeljohn.
The Twining program also took part in two Alternative Christmas Markets as
another way to raise awareness and funds for our sister parish. In March of
2014 we were able to send a sea container to St. Elisabeth. This shipment
contained various goods collected by the parish, including medical,
St. Elisabeth Parish Family

agricultural, and educational supplies.
Due to the support and generosity of the people of St. Thomas More
through second collections over $14,400 and over $1,250 from fund raising
efforts plus the supplies in the sea container were sent in support of St.
Elisabeth Parish in Haiti.
Ministry Leader: Greg Titus, 251-1254 or email: gtitus1000@gmail.com

Council of Catholic Women
The Council of Catholic Women is one of the faces of STM’s hospitality to our
parishioners and the guests who visit the Co-Cathedral each year. We have a
membership of 30 women who live out their faith by being of service to others
and participating in activities at the local, state, and national levels. During the
past year we have organized several receptions, collected donations for homeless
families through the Hugs for the Homeless campaign, distributed White
Ribbon Against Pornography (WRAP) information, participated in fundraising
for the Open Door Women’s Clinic, held an Advent Spaghetti Dinner, served
one of the Lenten Light meals, purchased the Paschal Candle for the parish,
raised funds for a Mass intention for our Diocesan Seminarians for each one’s
birthday, and assisted the Eastern Deanery with the Diocesan CCW convention.
All the women of STM are encouraged to join us to share their time and unique
talents in accomplishing these service activities. We meet monthly to plan
council projects, but meeting attendance is not required.
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Ministry Leader: Sue Steverson, 322-6479
or email: teverson4287@comcast.net

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Ministry Leader: Deacon Andy Grosmaire, 222-9630 ext. 20 or email: deaconandy@cocathedral.com
We have a core team of 6 members that minister to adults who are interested in knowing more about the
Catholic faith and possibly receiving the Sacraments (Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist). The core
team has various tasks: to present topics, lead small group discussions, plan retreats, provide support
through prayer and example, sponsor those who ask, lead in
prayer, administer/provide information and data on all
candidates, and more. These activities are supervised by
Deacon Andy Grosmaire, under the pastoral guidance of Fr.
John Cayer. We have had 25 persons attending the RCIA
Deacon Andy Grosmaire
(15) and Confirmation classes (10). Five were baptized on
the Easter Vigil (2014). Seven made a profession of faith and were confirmed
(baptized in another faith-April 2014). Nine adult Catholics were confirmed by
Bishop Parkes (April 2014).
Ten are scheduled to be confirmed on Sunday, November 30, 2014 by Bishop
Parkes. We continue to offer classes and presentations on Thursday evenings
from 7:00 - 8:30 pm in the O’Brien Hall. All presentations follow the Catechism of the Catholic Church and we use Holy
Scriptures and the Catholic Update published by the Franciscan Media as weekly texts. After each presentation we have small
group meetings that help our participants to ask questions and explore various areas of our Catholic Faith. The RCIA ministry
has always been a successful outreach program for those who seek a closer walk with Christ. We pray and continue to strive to
make ourselves available to them.

St. Vincent
de Paul Society
The St. Vincent de Paul Society is a faith-based community
that is affiliated with the Co-Cathedral. We provide an
economic and spiritual lifeline to those in need. In many
cases we receive referrals for assistance; in other cases we
are contacted directly. Through contributions and
donations primarily from charitable members of this parish,
we assist with rent, utility bills, medical expenses, groceries, clothing, and other living expenses to those who do not have the funds
to meet these basic and fundamental needs. On a monthly basis we provide “brown bags” of food and other necessities to
residents of Casa Calderon and once a month we prepare approximately 300 sandwiches which we serve at the homeless shelter.
Other assistance the society has provided includes: defraying tuition in exceptional cases for students at Trinity Catholic and John
Paul II, and conducting a long sleeve shirt drive for migrant workers in Quincy. We continue to be a resource for those who have
nowhere else to turn. In sum, the St. Vincent de Paul Society ministers to the marginalized without judgment and with
compassion. As Vincentians, our mission is driven by our belief that we see Christ in the poor. What we may give is far
outweighed by what we receive from those we serve.
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Religious Education

Ministry Leader: Maureen Brown-Muir, 222-9630, ext.16 or email: maureen@cocathedral.com
Our Religious Education program, which includes PreK-4 through Confirmation students, served 90 parish families,
enrolled 127 children and ministered to PreK-4 through 2nd grade children in the Children’s Liturgy of the Word
program. There were 20 children who received the sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion
and 19 high school youth who received Confirmation. Our summer Vacation Bible School program served 80
children. We continue to be blessed with incredibly dedicated and gifted parish volunteers. This past year we had 25
catechists and 3 high school helpers who committed to 28 weeks of faith formation with our children/youth, 10
catechists who shared the Gospel message on an age appropriate level during the Children’s Liturgy of the Word at
the 10:00am Mass and 45 Vacation Bible School volunteers who made VBS all come together. One catechist
achieved their Diocesan Catechist Certification and a couple more are working on their certification. Our program is
forever grateful to the time, talent and treasures that our volunteers share with our students and families. We have a
vibrant, faith-filled program because of their commitment to the Lord and His Church.
The Religious Education program was blessed with two grant awards. This first award was from the St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Fund which funded the expansion/update of the Religious Ed media library with a complete set of “Echoes of
Faith Plus” DVDs for the purpose of supporting the ongoing faith formation of our catechists, along with a 27 DVD
set of “My Catholic Family: Saint Series” for the students to learn more about the virtuous lives of the Saints. The
second award was from The Catholic Foundation of Northwest Florida which funded the technology upgrade in our
Religious Education classrooms. This upgrade included flat screen TVs, blue ray players and Wi-Fi adapters in all
classrooms. The fruits of these grants will benefit the Religious Education in the 2014-15 program and beyond.
The spring of 2014 began the use of the Msgr. Kerr room for the faith formation of our Religious Education parents
while their children were in R.E. class. These sessions were very convenient and beneficial for the parents in
enriching and enhancing their faith life. The sessions will continue to be a part of the Sunday morning faith
formation curriculum. We invite interested parishioners to become part of our Religious Education ministry.
Training and support are provided.

Burse Club
The Burse Club originated in 1953 under the auspices of the Diocesan Council of Catholic Women and helps to fund the
education of our future priests. Through our prayers and financial support, Burse Club memberships for 2013-14 totaled
$3,270.34. We encourage all parishioners to be members of the Burse Club. Pamphlets are in the church entrances
throughout the year.
Ministry Leaders: Pat Smith, 878-1683 or email: psmithtally@yahoo.com
Peggy Clark, 521-0767 or email: mnmclark2005@comcast.net

Co-Cathedral of St. Thomas More 900 West Tennessee Street Tallahassee, FL 32304 850 -222-9630 www.cocathedral.com
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